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Colorado River District Approves Over $157,000 in Grant Funding 
 

GLENWOOD SPRINGS, CO – The Board of Directors of the Colorado River Water 
Conservation District approved disbursing a total of $157,639 in grants to worthy 
Western Colorado water projects.  These projects, both from public and private sectors, 
will provide benefits throughout the West Slope by repairing aging infrastructure, 
improving water use efficiency, removing invasive and water consuming tamarisk, 
developing new water supplies and providing education about appropriate arid 
environment landscapes. 
 
A total of 17 projects, spread out over 7 of the 15 West Slope counties comprising the 
District, were given funding from a pool of 42 applicants.   
 
Grant applications for 2005 will become available this November and applications must 
be submitted by the end of January 2005.  For more information on the CRWCD Grant 
Program, click onto www.crwcd.gov/grantprogram.html.  
 
In other Board business:  
 

• Meteorologist John Henz presented the Board with his forecast of the 
precipitation outlook through the summer months.  Henz predicts cooler, stormy 
and wet spring weather to continue into early June, allowing for the remaining 
snowpack in the mountains to melt off more slowly.  These weather conditions 
would prove beneficial to Western Colorado’s water supply by decreasing water 
demand and a creating a prolonged runoff period with higher stream flows 
extending further into the summer months. According to the weather models used 
for this forecast, summer monsoon conditions should return after being largely 
absent for the past three years, providing average to slightly above average 
moisture during the summer season.   

 
Henz will be developing basin-specific weather and runoff models for the 
Colorado River District to provide more accurate regional forecasting of runoff 



volume and give water managers a better understanding of water supply 
conditions. 

 
• The Board voted to proceed with final engineering on the enlargement of Elkhead 

Reservoir. Sufficient progress has been made on agreements with other agencies 
and entities cooperating with, or affected by, the reservoir’s enlargement, 
allowing for the last stage of engineering to proceed.  Construction at the reservoir 
is expected to begin in early 2005.  The reservoir, spanning the border between 
Moffat and Routt counties, will provide additional water for present and future 
human uses as well as water necessary for the recovery of endangered fish 
species. 

 
• The Board also moved forward with a request for cooperating agency status on 

the environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Aspinall Unit reservoirs located 
in Gunnison and Montrose Counties.  The EIS process will examine operations of 
the three reservoirs that make up the Aspinall Unit, which includes Blue Mesa 
reservoir, the largest in the state of Colorado.  Should the request to become a 
cooperating agency be approved, the Colorado River District would be allowed to 
participate in the EIS process and ensure that the interests and needs of Western 
Colorado are taken into consideration with regards to reservoir operations. 

 
“There isn’t an organization that has a better understanding of the Gunnison Basin 
than the Colorado River District, so I think it’s natural for the Colorado River 
District to become a cooperating agency,” said Peter Kasper, Delta County’s 
representative on the Board. 
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